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 “Outstanding Western Novel of 2010”
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the Lost Journal of Tamsen Donner

by Gabrielle Burton

The Donner Party:  You know how some died.  Here's how some lived.  

Mention the ill-fated Donner Party and most people think of cannibalism—but author Gabrielle Burton, shows us how much more there is to the story. Anchored in Tamsen Donner's compelling story of adventure, romantic love, and motherhood, Burton delves into larger questions about how people confront adversity: Why do some maintain hope, while others give up? 

In her novel, IMPATIENT WITH DESIRE: The Lost Journal of Tamsen Donner, Burton brings alive the meaning of perseverance, courage, and the sacrifices people make for love directly through the voice of pioneer heroine Tamsen Donner.

In 1846, Tamsen Donner, her husband George, and their five daughters headed west for California. Eighty-one members of the Donner Party were trapped by early snows in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Almost half perished, the survivors were driven to extremes they never dared to imagine. 

We know from history that Tamsen Donner kept a journal, but it was never found. What was in that journal?  Now, from years of historical research with insight and empathy, Burton imaginatively creates Donner’s lost journal, particularly during the four months she was starving and trapped in the mountains with her five daughters and dying husband. IMPATIENT WITH DESIRE is a story of difficult choices, and at its heart, it’s a story of hope, heroism, and the enduring human spirit.

Like Tamsen, Gabrielle Burton has five daughters, and she also took them on an incredible journey with her husband to retrace the Donner Party’s journey to California. Burton is available for interviews on a wide range of literary, social, and historical topics, including:
· America’s continued fascination with the Donner Party

· Her research, including her experience coming across Tamsen Donner’s existing 17 letters 

· The balance between fact and fiction in the novel

· A new perspective on Tamsen's decision to stay with her husband instead of leaving with her children

· Tamsen Donner’s descendants

· What modern-day society can learn from the Donner Party, and how their experience speaks to humanity in general

IMPATIENT WITH DESIRE is a psychologically penetrating, dramatic, provocative, and intimate novel of the Donner Party. Burton deftly weaves a remarkable and emotional tale about courageous pioneers expanding the west.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Gabrielle Burton’s novel, Heartbreak Hotel, was awarded the Maxwell Perkins Prize and the Great Lakes Colleges Association’s New Writers Award. It was reprinted by the prestigious Dalkey Archive Press. She is also author of the highly-acclaimed memoirs Searching For Tamsen Donner and I'm Running Away From Home But I'm Not Allowed to Cross the Street. She has been a Yaddo fellow, a MacDowell Colony fellow, and the Bernard De Voto Fellow in Non-fiction at the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference. Burton has also won a number of awards for her screenwriting including the Nicholl from the Academy of Motion Pictures and the American Film Institute's Mary Pickford Prize. Burton lives in Venice, California with her husband.

